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may  be  adapted   for use   in  developing  'raining material. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
' 

DSPARTMEWT OF THE iUMT 
WADQUJITERS, 210rH COMBAT AVL.TION BATTALION 

APO San Francisco 96530 

AVBACA-GC IX Haj 1969 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 
t!« Period Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS CSF0R-65)(R1)(U) 

SE^S DlSTRiamON 

1.    (C)   Section 1, Operations:    Significant Activitiea: 

a. Mission!   The mission of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion changed 
as indicated, 

(1) The mission of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion to provide fixed 
wing aircraft (U-21) to Headquarter» MACV and USARV was deleted on 16 April 
1969 when the Comnand Airplane Company was reassigned to the l6^th Aviation 
Group.    (See par lb(6)). 

(2) The mission of the 210th Ccnbat Aviation Battalion to provide rotary 
wing aircraft (UH-ID, UH-1H and LOH) to Headquarters MACV, USARV and CMACj 
and to provide Light Fire Teams (UH-IB) to CMAC Headquarters was deleted on 
16 April 1969 when the 120th Aviation Company (Aimoble) was reassigned to 
the 165th Aviation Group.    (See par lb(7)). 

b. Organiaationt 

(1) The Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company and five 
subordinate units were reorganised under standardized MTOEs approved by 
USARPAC on 1 February 1969« The complete after action report is Incl 7. 

(2) The following detachments were inactivated on 1 February 1969 as a 
result of the Battalion reorganization. Authority for their inactivatlon 
was ÜSARPAC General Order 771» dated 22 November 1968. 

       98th Transportation Detachment 
2U3d Signal Dotachment 
255th Transportation Detachment 
325th Signal Detachment 
563d Transportation Detachment 
622d Signal Detachnent 

f»Ä or vr 

OOWMIAMD AT 3 YIAI MTEIVAIS; / 
KClASSItlED Ami 12 YIAW. ««unnruTlll 

00D 0« 5200.10 CONFIDENTIAL 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACA-CC 11 May 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS CSP0R-65)(R1)(U) 

(3)   The 323d Aviation Support Detachment was attached to the Senior 
Advisor III CTZ ef Cectiva 12 September 1968 by USARV General Order 1*261, 
dated 10 September 1968,    It was further attached to MACV Advisory Team 8? 
for rations, quarters, unit fund accounting, finance, health and dental and 
all logistical support by the same general order. 

(U)   The attachment of the 312th Aviation Support Detachment was rescinded 
by 1st Aviation Brigade General Order 1129, dated 11 March 1969. 

(5) The 129th Medical Detachment was reassigned to the 12th Combat 
Aviation Group effective 15 April 1969 by Ist Aviation Brigade General Order 
1685, dated 1$ April 1969. 

(6) The Command Airplane Company was reassigned to the 165th Aviation 
Group effective 16 April 1969 by Ist Aviation Brigade General Order 1668, 
dated li; April 1969, 

(7) The 120th Aviation Company (Aimoble) was reassigned to the 165th 
Aviation Group effective 16 April 1969 by Ist Aviation Brignde General Order 
l66•^. dated lh «pril 1969. 

(3)   On 28 April 1969, USARPAC General Order 220 was rccoivsd rodesignat- 
ing the following units as indicated. 

OLD DESIGNATION NEW DSSIGN..TION 

HHD, 210th Avn Eta HHC, 210th Avn 3n (Combat) 
&th Avn Co FW (Lt Trans) 5Uth Avn Co (Util Airplane) 
T3d Avn Co Surv (OV-1) 73d Avn Co (Surv Airplam) 
7Uth Avn Co Surv (0-1) 7Uth Avn Co (Util Airplane) 
l8Uth Avn Co Surv (0-1) l8Uth Avn Co (Util Airplane) 
316th Avn Spt Det 3l6th Avn Det (Div) 
365tb Avn Spt Det 365th Avn Det (Div) 

(9)   The current organisational chart and station list is Incl 1. 

c,    Ccmnand and Stafft   The following significant changes occurred in the 
210th Combat Aviation Battalion command and staff structure during the report- 
ing period.   The current command and staff structure is Incl 2. 

COMMAND 

(a)   On 15 March 1969, LTC Carl C» Johnson, 097139» assuned command of 
the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion replacing LTC Billy R. Wright, O69838. 

INCL CONFIDENTIAL 



f 
CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACA-CC U May 1909 
SUBJECT:    Operation*! Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Ending JO April 1969 (RCS CSP0R-65)(R1)(U) 

(b) On 6 April 1969, HAJ Ben U Breedlove, OU031070, became the 210th 
Combat Aviation Battalion Executive Officer, replacing LTC Bwoll L. Brown, 
01878935. 

(c) On 18 March 1969, CFT Olen L. Earnest, 098686, became the 210th 
Combat Aviation Battalion SI, replacing CPT Janes J. Stovall, 05b20196. 

(d) On 10 February 1969, CPT James T. Maher, 05083900, became the 210th 
Combat Aviation Battalion S2, replacing CPT Terry D, Willinms, 0521^3621, 

(e) On 6 April 1969, MAJ Lawrence F. Beyer, 098320, became the 210th 
Combat Aviation Battalion S3, replacing MiU Ben L, Breedlove, Oli031070, 

UNIT 00MM/.HDSriS 

(f) On 18 April 1969, CPT James R. McCormack, OF101590, assumed command 
of Headquarters, Headquarters Ccmpany, 210th Combat Aviation Battalion replac- 
ing MAJ Joseph E, Turner, OF106855.     . 

(g) On 6 April 1969, MAJ Richard G. Webb, 092981, assumed coranand of the 
25th Aviation Company (Corps) replacing MAJ Lawrence F. Beyer, 098320. 

(h)   On 26 April 1969, MAJ Wade W, Ladue, 05502U10, assumed command of 
the 7bth Reconnaissance Airplane Company replacing MAJ Richard L. Cox, Jr., 
090731. 

d.   Unit Strengths as of 30 Aoril 1969t 

(1)   Military» 

Subordinate 
Unit 

HHC 
25th ACC 
5Uth UAC 
73d SAC 
7Uth RAC 
l8Uth RAC 
85th "Med Bet 
197th Med Dot 
316th ASD 
365th ASP rarr  

OFF 
Auth     0/H 

WO 
Auth     O/H 

19 
8 

15 
19 
hi 
32 

1 
1 
1 
1 

22 
13 
19 
25 
32 
2U 
1 
1 
0 
1 

U8    IjB" 

3 
18 
2U 
22 

2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 

5 
15 
15 

7 
5 
2 
t) 
0 
0 
0 

EM 
Auth     O/ft 

85 106 
89 98 

129 108 
290 273 
103 

89 
7 
8 

16 
20 

9U 
87 
T 
8 

18 
3U 

TOT/iL 
AuttT G/H 

107 133 
115 126 
168 102 
331 305 
Ui6 131 
123 113 

T 6 
9 9 

17 18 
 21 35 
WTEL—Tstnm 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBXA-CC U May 1969 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 210th Combat .vL-tion Bittalion for 

the Poriod Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS CSF0R-65)(R1)(U) 

(2)    Civilian: / 

Subordinate DAC VN 3d Hat Tech Rep 
Auth     0/H Unit Auth "0/H uuth O/ti Auth oAi 

HHC 0 0 13 9 0 0 0      0 
25th ACC 0 0 5 5 0 0 0         0 
$Uth UAC 0 0 2 0 0 0 0         0 
73d SAC 0 0 19 27 0 0 0         0 
7Uth RAC 0 0 ll )4 0 0 0         0 
l%th RAC 0 0 8 7 0 0 0         0 
85th Med Det 0 0 1 1 0 0 0         0 
197th Med Det 0 0 0 1 0 0 0         0 
316th ASD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0         0 
365th ..SD 0 0 0 0 0 0 0         0 
total 0 0 52 s 0 0 0         "0 

e. Aircraft Status: See Incl 3. 

f. Operational Results: See Incl U. 

g. Personnel Manapement: See Incl 5. 

h. Inttlligence and Security: The following activities regarding 
security clearances were conducted during the reporting period, 

(1) Top Secret Clearances Validatedi 2 

(2) Secret Clearances Validated: 119 

(3) Secret Clearances Granted: 16 

(li) C ruidental Clearances Granted:    6 

(5) NAC Initinted:    3 

i.    Operations;    The Deputy Commanding General, USARV Directed on 23 
November I960, that a concept of providing OV-1 Mohawk Aircraft in direct 
support to US Divisions b« tested during December 1968 or January 1969»   He 
-further directed.tJiat-the--tes.t.wDuld, be poi^uctod in the III CTZ and would 
involve the two US Divisions in RVII having organic iVSTA 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmoble) and 1st Infantry Division, 
report is Incl 8, 

6ns, i.e.    the 
The after action 
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AVBACA-CC U May 1969 
SUBJECT t    Operational Report of the 210th Ccnbat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period aiding 30 April 1969 (RCS CSP0R-65)(R1)(U) 

J.    Logisticst    Aircraft Availability (See Incl 6). 
J 

k«    Aviation Safetyi 

FIXED WINO ROT;JII wmo TOTAL 

(1)   Major Accidents 6 8 

(2)   Combat Danage k 5 

(3)   Minor Accidents 0 o 

(U)   Precautionary Landings 29 • 33 

(5)   Incidents 2 U 

1.   Signal! 

(1) To reinforce the emergency HF-SSB Net with 12th Combat Aviation 
Group an alternate system was completed, and all O^C's were given refresher 
training in Morse Code. 

(2) The ZXR and ZYS program as of 30 April 1969 is as follows: 

(a) 93% of the Aircraft eligible have received the Z!R program, 

(b) 98£ of the Aircraft eligible have received the ZYS program« 

m.    Installation Developnentt   The following construction projects have 
been accomplished during the past quarter» 

(1) Commercial power system has been completed. 

(2) 12,135 square yards of asphalt parking raup completed. 

(3) Fourteen (1U) 0-1/0-2 parking revetments completed. 

(U) 3537 square yards of asphalt taxi way completed. 

(5) ISJUOO square yards compacted and peni-prlmed maintenance raup 
completed for "C" Company, 15th Transportation Battalion,        

(6) Four (U) fly in and twenty (20) maintenance revetments completed 
for "C* Company, l<>th Transportation Battalion. 
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AVBACA-CC U Hay 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of thi.- 210th Combat   iviation Battalion for 

the Period Hhding 30 ^pril 1969 (UCS CSPO;i-65)(Rl)(U) 

(7) 20,000 square yards compacted and peni-primed open storage  Area 
completed for "C" Company, 15th Transportation Battalion. 

(8) Eleven (11) bunkers and two (2) towers were completed around  the 
dofensivd berm. 

(9) Post Dispensary was completed. 

(10) lU6th Aviation Company (Sft) Messhall was completed, 

(11) Long Thanh North NCO/EM Club was completed. 

(12) 22Uth Aviation Battalion Cantoranont Area is approximately Q5% 
completed, 

(13) One 20 X 92 30Q has been constructed for the 210th Combat üviation 
Battalion, 

(Ik)   11,000 meters single apron, double concertina wire was strung along 
defensive positions. 

n.    Medical; 

(1) Flight Physicals: One Hundred and Twelve (112) Flight Physicals 
were given. 

(2) Immunizations: 

(a) Plegue:    735 

(b) Cholera:    352 

(c) iMllpon    U12 

(d) Tetanus Toxoid:    6k 

(3) Medical Evacuation:    One Hundred and Nineteen (119) Medical 
Evacuations were made to the 2Uth and 93d Evacuation Hospitals. 

2.__  (C)   Leeeons Learned:    Commander's Observationst Evaluations and  
Recommendations: 

a.    Personnel: 

6 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVMCA-CC 11 Nay 1969 
SUBJECTt Operational Report of the 210th Ccnbat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period aiding 30 April 1969 (RCS CSP0R-65)(R1)(U) 

fatelligence School Training of Replaoeaent PerBonnel [MOB 96D) 

(1) GBSERVUIONt Personnel aaalgned to the Imagery Interpretation 
Section are well trained In plotting and interpreting SLAR and photographic 
Imagery, bat aro not well trained in plotting infrared imagery. 

(2) EmUATIOIIi This lack of training in plotting Infrared laagery has 
required that an on the job training program be established to develop the 
required skill. One month is normally required before the individual has 
attained the required skill level. 

(3) REOOMMENDATIDNSt That the Intelligence School at Port Holabird, 
Maryland, conduct a survey of field units to detemine if this prsblom exists 
within other like unitsj if so, a greater emphasis should be placed on tho 
plotting of Infrared imagery at the school. 

(U) COMMAND ACTIONt An on the job training program has been established 
to train replacement personnel in plotting Infrared imagery. 

b. OperationsI 

(1) Anscopan Filmt 

(a) OBSERVATION: It has been noted that Anscopan Film is very susceptible 
to heat and hunidity causing vneoessary jamming of the film. On several 
occassions the film in the KA-76 camera cassette has pleated within the canera 
resulting in a jamming of the film and causing the fuses to blow. 

(b) EVALUATION: When Anscopan Film is subjected to excessive host and 
humidity it has a tendency to sweat and swell which can result in the jasming 
of the film. In addition, this tends to soften the film which can lead to 
excessive coating of the metering roller with emulsion. If the metering 
roller is coated with emulsion it will beccme noneffective in its function of 
pulling the film through, Anscopan Film is supplied on reels that aro made 
of a thicker material than what appears to be ideal for the KA-76 cassette. 
When this reel is used in the teke up cassette, there are sufficient forces 
applied to the sides of the cassette by the reel to exceed the torque limits 
of the take up clutch. Even though the take up reel has stopped turning« 
film is still being pulled through the camera by the metering roller. This 
causös the film to pleat, ultimately resulting in blown fuses.       

(c) R3CCMMENDATI0NS: This problem can be partially alleviated if 
reefers are issued for proper storage of film in torrid temperature isnes. 
Care should be taken to asswethat only small else reels are used in the take 
up cassette. Do not use Anscopan reels. 

7 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBACA-CC 11 May 1969 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Ending 30 April 1969 (RCS CSFOa-65)(Rl)(U) 

(d) CONIANB ACTION: A reefer has been obtained for storage of Anocopan 
Film. Care is being taken to ensure that only small size reels are used in 
the take up cassette« Anseopan reels are not used, 

(2) Frequency Adjustment of FM Radios; 

(a) OBSERVATION: In the past few months there have been FM radios 
requiring frequency adjustments« The reason is the frequency aligancnt, 
which is off fron its MC and KC points. 

(b) EVALUATION; The reason for this problem is the radios are kept on 
one frequency without being tuned for a long period of time. This causes the 
contacts to freeze as a result of corrosion built up due to the high humidity. 
When the operator tunes the radio he forces the tuning and causes the 
frequency points to come off alignment« 

(c) BBCCMMENDATION; The operator should frequently tune his radio from 
the low to the high end of the band. This will keep the frequency points free 
and clean and will not allow corrosion to accumulate. 

(d) COMMAND ACTION: Operators have been Instructed to tune their radios 
fron the low to the high end of the band on a daily basis. 

o« Training: None 

d. Intelligence: None 

e« Logistics t 

(1)   AN/ASW..12 Aute Pilot: 

(a) OBSEV'äTIOM;    A high failure rate has oecured with the rotary 
actuators 10-76, TC-79 and Tß-80, which are part of the AN/ASW-12 Auto Pilot, 

(b) EVALUATION;   Actuator failure resulted from oscillation of the 
actuators, which generated heat and caused component failure.    Final test 
procedures were determined not to be in compliance with the applicable 
Technical Manual. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION:    Repair personnel must conduct final test only in 
accordance with applicable TM to determine if actuator oscillation is present, 

(d) COMMAND ACTION:    Avionics maintenance personnel have been briefed 
and supervisory personnel are carefully monitoring to ensure that the final 
test is conducted in accordance with the applicable TM to determine if actuator 
oscillation is present. 
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AVBACA-CC 11 Kay 1969 
SUBJECT:   Operational Report of tha 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Bndlng 30 April 1969 (RCS CSF0R-65)(Rl)(ü) 

(2) IM (AH/ARC^) Probleaai 

(a) OBSERVATIONi   The new and retrofitted Mehavka «ere reoeired with the 
FM Radio (AN/ARC-5U) inoperative. 

(b) EVALUATION»   It waa noted after extenalve maintenance trouble 
■hooting that the Antenna Coupler CU-9li2/ARC<-5U waa the primary cauee of the 
malAinetion« 

(o)   RBCCHMENDATION:   Reeheek all CÜ-9i42/ARC-5U Couplere in new and 
retrofitted Mohawka to insure eenrioeable condition, and eubnit EIR on all 
faulty compooenta« 

(d) COMMAND ACTION: Procedures have been established to check ell 
CU-9ij2/ARC-£U Antenna Couplers in new end retrofitted Hohawka to ensure 
serviceable condition« 

(3) Modif ioatien of Support Mount for Reoeiver Trananitter RT«»$30t 

(a) OBSERVATION:   During routine.removal, handling and replacement while 
perfoming normal trouble shooting and periodic maintenance, it waa obeerved 
that the support mount was failing and beoosdng unusable»   Care is being 
taken to not cauee further damage while perfozming maintenance. 

(b) EVüIüATION:   With the maintenance personnel being especially careful 
while perfozming their duties« we have observed the support mounts are still 
damaged.   We firmly believe that a stronger mount is necessary.   We reoeived 
assistance from the 330th Transportation Company in rebuilding and modifying 
four support mounts and heat treating them*   These modified mounts are 
stronger and should Increase the life expectancy of the mount.   Via are still 
awaiting the final results of the Wi, until a field investigation is completed 
on the project. 

(c) RECOMMENDATION:   Consideration b« given to redesigning the support 
mount for strength to lengthen the life of this part of the reoeiver - 
tranaaitter. 

(d) COtWHD ACTION:   An EIR was eutmltted through channels to modify 
the support mount,   A program to inspect the support mounts was eatabliahed 
to detect impending failure. 

(I*)   IF Cablea: 

(a) OBSERVATION: Frequent problems have been encountered with the 
Doppler System going into the memory mode rendering the doppler system 
uselees. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVBACA-CG 11 May 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Ending 30 April 1969 (HCS CSP0R-6$)(R1)(U) 

(b) EVALUATION:    Aftai rechecking the antenna crystals, wave guide, RT 
and tracker it was discovered, the IF Cables (FSV 611^5-722-5932) when wofd 
caused the voltage to drop to the proper levbl and the systeiu to lock on.    It 
was noted that the connectors of the IF Cables (F5M 6lii5-722-!>932) employ a 
spring tension contact.    This spring contact develops metal fatigue at a 
faster than normal rate which results In insufficient tension and c poor 
contact.    Repeated checks of the RT and Tracker found then to be operational« 
however, the IF voltage would read at the proper level on the test bench laut 
high in the aircraft, 

(c) RBOOffflNDATION:    That a better and stronger spring be used for the 
contact and more frequent inspections should be conducted with periodic 
repJacement of the contact spring. 

(d) CCMMAND ACTION:    Frequent inspections of the spring tension contact 
are conducted and the springs replaced as necessary. 

($)   R-13U0-61 awine Failures! 

(a) OBSERVATION:    During the period 15 November 1968 to 30 April 1969 
this unit performed 12 engine changes on assigned aircraft (U-1A),   The tine 
on these R-13U0-61 engines ranged from a high of 500 hours to a low of 33 hours 
with the average being 285 hours for a utilization of 22% of the normal TBO 
of 1300 hours, 

(b) EVAIUATION:    It is the opinion of the ted) inspectors and maintenance 
personnel of the using unit that the majority of the low time engine failures 
were due to insufficient quality control at the overhaul/rebuild facility. 
It was determined that several engine failures were the result of deficiencies 
which could have been detected by a more thorough inspection and corrected 
prior te the Installation en the aircraft.    Seme of the deficiencies found by 
this unit on Spartan rebuilt engines are: 

1, Pushrods with improper amount ef spacers installed. 

2, Valve clearance improperly adjusted, 

3, Pushrods with no oil holes. 

h» Crushed oil screens. 

5. Magnetos timed 180° out. 

6, Numerous cracked cylinders, 

10 
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AVBACA-CC 11 May 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Ending 30   .pril 1969 (lUja CSFCR-65)(|U)(U) 

(c) RECO'lIKMDATION:    That AVSGCM, St Louis insure that all new and/or 
rebuilt engines be thoroughly inspected prior to build up and installation to 
determine if any deficiencies exist which could lead to prenature failure of 
the engine, 

(d) OOff'iAND ACTION:    Using the inspection guidelines and standards 
contained in Chapter $, TM 5$-l5lO-20$-20, an engine conditioning program has 
bean established by this unit on all engines prior to installation on the 
aircraft and at each periodic  Inspection. 

(6)    Aircraft Survival Weapons; 

(a) OBSERVATION:    There are no adequate individual weapons, suitable for 
survival iii a combat environment, provided for aviators In present authorizations 
(TOEs, MTOEs or Special Letters of Authorization). 

(b) EVALU-VTIOH:    At present the .38 cal revolver is the authorized 
individual weapon for all aviators.    This weapon while an excellent side arm, 
does not provide the individual aircrew member with enough fire -power for a 
combat survival situation.    Aviators often arm themselves with MI63 or MlUs 
from their unit's TOJLequlpnent.    Because of their size neither of these 
weapons can be conveijtly and safely carried in the aircraft cockpit.    Also 
there are rarely enough extra weapons within a unit to provide a second weapon 
to every aviator.    Because of this, some aviators have been knoweto obtain 
unauthorized weapons (Ml Carbines, M2 Submachineguns). 

(c) RECOMMENDATION: That J^TOEs be changed to authorise CAR 15s, a weapon 
specifically designed for aircraft and vehicle crewmembers, in addition to .38 
cal revolvers for all aviators In Vietnam with the exception of OV-1 Pilots. 

(d) C071M/.ND ACTIOW:   This hoadauarters is preparing MTOEs to Implement 
the above recommendation. 

8 Incl CARL C. JOHNSON 
as ITC, ADA 
Incl 1, 2, 5, 7 w/d HQ, DA Ccmmanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 
CINCUSARPAC, ATTN:    GPOP-DT, APO 96558 (2) 
CG, USARV, ATTN:    AVHGC (DST), APO 96375 (3) 
CG, Ist Avn Bde, ATTN:    /tfBAGC, APO 9638U (2) 
CO, Hq, 12th Avn Gp (Cbt). ATTN:    AVBACA-SC, APO 96266 (5) 
CO, Hq, 210th Avn 3n (Cbt), APO 96530 (3) 
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AVBACA-SC    (11 Hay 69)    1st Ind 
SUBJ&Tt    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Biding 30 April 1969 (UCS 'JSFOii-65)(itI)(U) 

DA, HKADQUARTHRS,  12TH ÜO^IBAT AVIATION GROUP, AFO   96266     22 Kay 1969 

TO:    Commanding General, II Field Force Vietnam, APO   96266 

In accordance with USAHV Reg 525-15« the Operational Report - Lessons 
Learned of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion, for the period ending 
30 April 1969, is forwarded. 

FOR THE COKMNDERi 

DAVID L. FORTE 
MAJ,  INF 
Adjutant 

/3 



AVFBC-HB-H    (11 M*y 69)    2nd Ind 
SDBJECTi    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Hading 30 April 1969 (RCi CSFOR-63)  (Rl)(U) 

DA, Bft II FP0RCE7, APO San Pranoisco 96266       4  JUK 1909 

THRUi      Commanding General,   1st Aviation Brigade, ATTNt    AVBA-C, AH) ^6307 

Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN:    AVHGC(n3T), APO 96371) 

Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN:    GPOP-JJT, APO 96558 

TOt        Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of too 
Army» Washington, D.C. 20310 

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with the Operational Report - 
Lessons Learned of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for the period 
ending 30 April 1969. 

FOR ?U£ CCMMANDERi 

ACOONAIA 6. G. MACOONAL 
III, AGC \ 
Assi AG N 
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rtVBrtGC-0    (11 May 69)    3d Ind 
SUUtCTl    Operational Report of the 210th Combat Aviation Battalion for 

the Period Ending 30 April 1969 (RCä C3H)R-65)   (RI)  (U) 

DA, HliKD^UWiTJiRS, 1ST AVUTIOfi htilGkiM, ApO   96384   J Q J(JN 1969 

THRU:    Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTMl    HVHGG-DST, 
APO   96375 
Conmander-in-Chief, United States Anny Pacific, ATTN«    ÜFOF-OT, 
APO   V655Ö 

TO»       Ksaistant Chief of Stair for Force Development, Deportment of the 
Anqy, W&shington, D,C., 20310 

1, This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate 
and concurs with the contents. 

2, The following additional comments are considered pertinents 

a. Pai«traph Ik (1), page 5.    Bhtry should read: 

KI&D .JINC ROTARY VJliC TOTAL 

(1)    I-Äjor Accidents 5 2 7 

b. Paragraph 2e (5), page 10,    It appears that there has bcei  enough 
experience at this time to warrant a close investigation into the natter 
of engine failures in U1A Otter aircraft.    This headquarters has asked 
the unit to provide inforaation and historical data for examination and 
evaluation to include engine serial numbers, time since overhaul, rebuild 
facility, reason for failure and EIR number.    This data, if significant 
or definitive, will be forwarded to USARV AVH*V-L0G with recommendations 
for action leading to product improvement, 

c. Paragraph 2e (6), page 11,    Ifenconcur with the recommendation to 
authorize CAR-15s in addition to the ,38 oal revolvers, for all aviators 
in Vietnam,    The CAR-15 »as not specifically designed for aircraft and 
vehicle crewnembers as stated, but as a replacement weapon for side arms 
now carried by infantry company commanders.   A limited number of the 
CAR-15s were issued to selected units in this command as EIJSURE items. 
«v£ 310-34 provides the basis for aircrewnen to be aimed with an adequate 
weapon,    A review of past aircraft downings reveals that in most cases 
if a shoulder weapon was aboard the aircraft it was either lost or de- 
stroyed upon impact.   Additionally, the GAR-15 is not a standard item; 
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4Vb*QC-0    (ii H»y 69)    jki Ind     10 JUN 1969 
jUbJiiC'i':    Lipeititioiml rteport of the üiUth Gombüt nvi^tion Hattallon lor- 

the Period fiudint 30 kpHl 1969  (HBS 0SK)l^65)  (W)  (U) 

therefore until  uuch time as it is acce:teo Ba a  stamiani MBapon inclu- 
sion on authorisation documents is not prBctlo&la 

IOH TMI ObhHklDfiRi 

V^c^ L^-.. 

DA\Ü) R. ANütRSON 

Asst. AG 
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AVHGC-DüT (11 lay 1%9) Uh Ind 
bUbJLCT:    Operational haport of the 2luth Comoat Aviation ^ttalion for 

the Period Lnding 20 April 1969 (KCS Ci>fÜh-65) (Kl) (U) 

H&üDwUAüTiJiS, UNiTLD SUtJb AJii-J, V'ikVUM, APü San Francieco   96jJ75 2 9 JUN ii'H 

TO:    Commander in Chief, United States Aruy, haeifie, ATXNt    GPOP-OT, 
kfO   9ü55ö 

1. (U)    This headquarters has reviewed the Operational keport-Lessons 
Learned for the quarterly period eneiing 30 npril 1969 from the 210th 
Combat Aviation Battalion. 

2. (C)    Comments follow: 

a. (C) Heference item concerning IF Cables« section Xi, page 9, 
paragraph 2e(4); concur. Unit will be notified to submit equipment 
improvement report's (tlR's). 

b. (C) heference item concerning Aircraft Survival Weapons, 
section XI, page 11, paragraph 2e(6)j nonconcur with the reconmenaation 
to authorize CAh-IJ's for all aviators in Vietnam. However, UunhV has 
already forwarded nTQt, actions requesting CAK-15 authorization for units 
with the AH-1G aircraft. Unit will be advised. 

FUh THL CONnaNUhfci 

Cy furn: 
210th CAB 
let Avn Bde 

MdL 
C. 0. WISON 
1LT, AOC 
Ae^ttant Adjutant General 

DOWNGUMD AT 3 YIAI IMTttVAlS; 
OKIASSIHED Afni 12 YEAK. 

m 5200.10 CONFIDENTIAL 

f 



GPOP-DT (U May 69)   5th Ind (U) 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of HQ, 210th Cbt Avn fti for Period 

aiding 30 April 1969, RCS C&0R-6$   (Rl) 

HQ , US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco   96558« j JUL b* 

TO:    Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Amy, Vfashington, D. C.    20310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE CCMHANDER IN CHIEF: 

t 
CFT.AOC 
A»» AO 
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uIRCRAFT AV/JUBILITY 

0-1 66% 

a-6A 69% 

u-u 75* 

U-2U 81* 

0V-1A 62% 

0V-1B 79% 

ov-ic 60% 

0H-6A 12% 

UH-1B 82* 

UH-1D 79* 

ÜH-1H 83^ 

Average Availability T7* 
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.'iFTER ACTION RFlFdtT 
HOHflrfX m?iECT SUt't'ORT OONCEiT T^T  (U) 

1, (U)   Gonenl;   The Deputy Commanding Uonnral, US/JIV directed on 23 
November 1968 that subject to the concurrence of major commnnders  involved 
a teat of the- concept of a consolidated liohnwk company providinp: OV-1 
Mohawk aircraft in direct support to divisions be aeoomplished clunn^ 
December 1968 or January 1969.    He further directed  thit the tost be 
conducted in HI CTZ and  involve the two divisions   in UVN with orf>inic 
i\ST/i Platoons,    (1st Cav Div and 1st Inf Div), the 9th Inf Dlv,  the 25th 
Inf Div and 73cl SAC, 

2, (U)    G2 Air II FFV became the action agency for the test and  issued 
the OV-1 Mohaw'.c Direct Support Concept Evaluation Plan on 23 Docenber 1968. 

3, (U)   Prior to the stort Of the test the ASTA Platoon of the 1st Cav 
was located at Vung Tau.    The ASIA Platoon cf the Ist Inf Div was located 
at Phu Loi, 

U.    (C)   Phase 1; 

n.   The purpose of Phase I was to accumulate test drta concerning 
employment of the OV-1 in general support to II FFV nnd dirnc;- support to 
the 1st Inf and 1st Cav Div's, prior to consolidation.    This data was 
colicjcted by the Mohawk units participating in the tnsi..   The data collected 
durLnß this Phase by the /.STA Platoons of the 1st Inf Div and the 1st Cav 
Div *d;3 not available to this battalion and is not included in the report. 
The data collected by the 73d SAC is reflected in paragraph he 

b. During Phase I all units involved in the test continued with their 
norm-l missions.    Ground Sensor Terminals (GST) were not available prior 
to the test.    During Phase I ground sensor tominals were bring acquired 
but uere not used until Phase III.    All units involved in the test continued 
with normal maintenance during this period, 

c. Test data compiled by the 73d SAC during Phase I. 

MISSION READY MISSIONS MISSIONS FLIGHT TIME 
110 DAYS AIRCRAFT REQUIRED FLOWN (HOURS) 

23 293 1115 1212 1016:30 

5.    (C)    Phase II: 

a.   Phase II was conducted during the period 5 January 1969 thru 18 
January 1969.    This phase was established to provide a specified time frame 
that would allow the attachment of the 1st Cavalry Division ASTA Platoon and 
the 1st Infantry Division ASTA Platoon to the 73d SAC,   This time was also 
to be used for movement of personnel and equipment involved to Vung Tau and 
for gradual transfer of mission responsibility from the platoons to the 73d 
SAC.   The 73d SAC assumed the mission of the 1st Inf Div iiSTA Platoon during 
its move to Vung Tau.    The 1st Cav Div ASTA Platoon continued its normal 
support role, n, 

Incl 8 
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b. During this phase 02 Air II FFV recaivad missions fron the Ist Inf 
Olv and the 1st Cav Div for the first time, these missions woro approved 
and then sent to the 73d SAC.    Tha two divisions having been accustomed to 
dealing directly with the flying unit noted several coordination problems 
which evolved when dealing with an intermediate agency.    There wore Isolated 
incidents where certain information was not clenrly relayed from the 
requestor, through II FFV to the 73d SAC, 

c. Maintenance personnel durli^j Phase II wore integrated Into one unit 
and a maintenance flow for all aircraft was established.    At the end of this 
period pilots and aircraft were scheduled without regard for unit integrity. 
The only unit Integrity retained was the assignment of Crew Chiefs to 
aircraft. 

6.    (C)   Phase IIIi 

a. Phase III was scheduled for the period 19 January 1969 thru 17 
February 1969 but subsequently ext.vnded until 19 March 1969; for additional 
testing of the Ground Sensor Terminals.    During this phase test data was 
compiled concerning the employment of the OV-1 In direct support of the 
divisions involved in the test after consolidation.    Initially the support 
missions were detormlncd by the number of missions each division had 
previously required from their ASTA Platoons.   Later in this phase these 
miVJIons were expanded to include the 9th Inf Div and an increase of one 
aircraft sortie per night for the Ist Cav T'v,    Data compiled by the 73d 
SAC consolidated with the ASTA   Platoons of the Ist Inf Div and the Ist Cav 
Dt.v Is shown in par 6e, 

b. Early in Phase III Ground Sensor Terminals were deployed to the 
1st fnf Div, 1st Cav Div, 25th Inf Div and the 9th Inf Div.   The ground 
sensor temlmls provided the test units with an immediate presentation of 
the imagery by data links with the aircraft.    This provided imedlate 
intelligence results while the mission was still being flovn.   Prior to the 
employment of the GST, units had to wait until the aircraft returned to 
process and interpret the imagery. 

e«    Initially in Rinse III the supported units forwarded their mission 
requests te II FFV 02 Air where they were consolidated and relayed to the 
73d SAC Opns,   This system was not completely satisfactory because accuracy 
was lost in the relay of the infomation.    Direct voice circuits were 
established with each of the four supported divisions.    With the installation 
of these circuits, coordination between support and supported units was 
Improved. 

d. During Phase III maintenance improved due to the consolidation of 
equipment and personnel«   This proved to be one of the biggest advantages 
of the consolidation.    Aircraft availability increased during Plnso III. 
Total OV-1 flight tine for Phase III was 5755 hours and 30 minutes. 
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e.    Tost clatn compiled by 73d SAC and attached :\STA ^Intoona during 
Phase III. 

MISSION IlE.'JDY MISSIONS MISSIONS FLIOffl" TIME 
NIMBER DAYS AlRCRi\FT MKgggg FLOWN (Hums) 

61 1317 h239 tkoi 5176 

7, (C)    Adrantagtf of consolilation: 

a. There was an increase in the number of mission hours flown, 

b. There was an increase in the number of Mohawk sorties. 

c. Aircraft availability increased duo to consolidation of the 
maintenance personnel and equipment from thö three test units. 

8, (C)    Disadvantages of consolidation: 

a. Up to 20 minutes enroute flight time was lost in eonnatlng to and 
fron the consolidated base airfield« 

b. The aircraft were more vulnerable to an indirect fire attack due 
to the large parking area required, 

9-    (U)   No recommendations are made pending completion of the USJ'JW 
evalu»tlon of the final test results. 

A3 
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HQ.  OACSFOR,   DA,  Washington,   D.   C.   20310 

1    "«»OUT   TITL« 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
ik. onou* 

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Hq, 210th Combat Aviation Battalion, Period 
nding 30 April 1969 (U) 

Rxporlenccs of unit engaged in counterinsurgencv operations.  1 Feb to 30 Apr 69, 
»   HB TMem»l (Ftnl tmmm, mIMI» <w<!<•<.<■«« mamm) 

CO,   210th Combat Aviation Battalion 

t. mtmomt o»Tt 

11  May 1969 
7a.   TOTAL.  NO.  OF »*GC» 

26 
76.   NO.  OF KCFt 

».  »KOJCGT NO. 

N/A 

•a. oniciNATon-s ncPoiiT NUMBCRI*) 

692162 

•6. OTMrn RCPOMT NOISI (Any oM>«r numlfn ihn mmy bm mflgnmd 
Ihlt npoti) 

10     DltTMIOUTION  STATCMCNT 

II.   SU»»kCMCNT*nV   NOT» 

N/A 

II     AB»Ta»CT 

DD ^..1473 

II.   (PONSONINC MILITARY   ACTIVITY 

OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C  20310 

?mmm 
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